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1 The Symposium and its objectives

The 9th PhD Symposium on Future Directions in Information Access (FDIA)
was held in conjunction with the 12th European Summer School on Information
Retrieval in Milan, Italy. The symposium aims to provide a forum for early-stage
researchers such as PhD students, to share their research and interact with each
other and senior researchers in an informal and relaxed atmosphere. The sym-
posium provides an excellent opportunity for the participants to promote their
work and obtain experience in presenting and communicating their research.
The participants will learn about different topics in the area of information ac-
cess and retrieval, receive feedback on their work, meet lots of peers and hear
inspiring talks.

The symposium is about future directions because we want to encourage sub-
missions that focus on early research such as pilot studies, presenting challenges
and future opportunities, conceptual and theoretical work, and the contributions
from doctoral work. The theme of the symposium is information access because
it captures the broader ideas of information retrieval, storage and management
to include interaction and usage.

The FDIA Symposium series is held in cooperation with the British Char-
tered Institute for IT’s Information Retrieval Specialist Group (BCS-IRSG). The
FDIA symposium is mainly tuned to PhD students, researchers new to the field,
and postdoctoral researchers. The objectives are:

— To provide an accessible forum for early-stage researchers to discuss their
research and/or projects.

To help foster formative and tentative research ideas.

— To encourage discussion and feedback.

— To share outcomes of doctoral work.

To network with peers and senior researchers.
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We invited submissions on formative research ideas which present a sum-
mary of early-stage researchers’ work, such as initial empirical findings/pilot
studies; explore conceptual and/or theoretical models; and/or describe current
challenges and opportunities. In particular, submissions focusing on new direc-
tions and emerging work in information access and retrieval that potentially
create discussion and provoke reaction were strongly encouraged.

2 Previous Symposiums

FDIA 2019 is the 9th in the series of FDIA symposiums. The previous sympo-
siums were held in Tianjin, China in 2018 (with ICTIR 2018), Barcelona, Spain
in 2017 (with ESSIR 2017); Thessaloniki, Greece in 2015 (with ESSIR 2015);
Granada, Spain in 2013 (with ESSIR 2013); Koblenz, Germany in 2011 (with
ESSIR 2011), Padova, Italy in 2009 (with ESSIR 2009); London, UK in 2008,
and Glasgow, UK in 2007 (with ESSIR 2007). They have provided an enter-
taining and exciting forum for early-stage researchers for sharing new research
ideas.

3 Areas of research

Areas of research include, but are not limited to:

— Information Retrieval Theory

— Human-Computer Interaction and Information Retrieval, Interactive IR

— Collaborative Information Seeking and Searching

— Learning to Rank

— Neural IR

— Multimedia and Multimodal IR

— Recommender Systems

— Databases + IR

— Semantic Search, Social Search

— Enterprise Search

— Web IR

— Clustering and Categorisation

— Conversational Agents and Knowledge Graphs

— IR Applications (e.g. Digital Humanities, e-Learning, News IR, IR and Bib-
liometrics, etc.)

4 Submissions

The submissions were peer-reviewed by our Programme Committee members.
From the 25 submissions we received, seven were selected for oral presentation
and 12 as a poster presentation. These proceedings contain the full papers of
each submission presented at the symposium, either as a talk or a poster.



5 General Chairs and Programme Committee

We would like to thank our general chairs and ESSIR 2019 organisers, Gabriella
Pasi (University of Milan Bicocca), Maristella Agosti (University of Padua) and
Nicola Ferro (University of Padua) for their neverending support to make FDIA
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