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Preface 

This volume includes the proceedings of the Fifth edition of the International Workshop 
on Cultures of Participation in the Digital Age (CoPDA). Cultures of participation are 
the result of the current shift from consumer cultures, where people are mainly passive 
recipients of artifacts and systems, to cultures in which users are actively involved in 
the development of the solutions to their problems. Therefore, this requires that design-
ers understand related challenges and offer opportunities for empowering users to de-
velop novel skills and create their own artifacts. The workshop series aims at involving 
researchers and practitioners in the discussion of the above topics, by presenting their 
research and sharing ideas on a specific edition theme.  

The CoPDA series started with a first edition in 2013, co-located with the Fourth 
International Symposium on End-User Development (IS-EUD 2013) held in Copenha-
gen (Denmark). The main theme of the first edition was “Empowering End Users to 
Improve their Quality of Life” [1], [2]. The second edition of the workshop was held 
on May 27, 2014 in Como (Italy), co-located with the International Working Confer-
ence on Advanced Visual Interfaces (AVI 2014) and the main theme was “Social com-
puting for Working, Learning, and Living” [3], [4]. The third edition of the CoPDA 
workshop was focused on “Coping with Information, Participation, and Collaboration 
Overload” and was held on May 26, 2015 in Madrid, co-located with the Fifth Interna-
tional Symposium on End-User Development (IS-EUD 2015) [5], [6]. The Fourth edi-
tion of the workshop was held on October 23, 2016 in Gothenburg, co-located with the 
Ninth Nordic Conference on Human-Computer Interaction (NordiCHI 2016) [7], [8]. 

This volume collects papers accepted and presented at the CoPDA 2018 workshop, 
held on May 29, 2018 in Castiglione della Pescaia (Italy), co-located with the Interna-
tional Conference on Advanced Visual Interface (AVI 2018). The main theme of this 
edition is “Design Trade-offs for an Inclusive Society”. The United Nations defined 
‘social inclusion’ as “the process of improving the terms of participation in society, 
particularly for people who are disadvantaged, through enhancing opportunities, access 
to resources, voice and respect for rights”. To fully understand the extent to which in-
clusion has to be brought into society, the diversity concept is analyzed, in order to 
explore and discuss the design trade-offs that diversity (and thus the need for inclusion) 
may introduce in cultures of participation. An extended description of the workshop is 
included in the main conference volume [9].  

Each submission has been reviewed by at least 2 members of the Program Commit-
tee, and the review process allowed us to select 11 papers for presentation at the work-
shop. They are included in this proceedings volume. 

We are grateful to the Program Committee members, who carried out careful reviews 
and provided supportive feedbacks to the authors. We also thank all the contributors 
for sharing their ideas and for their participation in the discussions during the workshop. 
We finally would like to thank the AVI 2018 Conference Chairs and Workshop Chairs 
for giving us the possibility of organizing the workshop. The support of EasyChair sys-
tem for managing submission, review and proceedings production is acknowledged. 
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